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RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS (PC)-I 

Response to Comment Letter PC-I1 

Comment PC-I1-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during selection of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Responses – 
Preferred Alternative Identification and Opposition to Tolling. 

Comment PC-I1-2 

As shown in Tables 3.1.6-4, 3.1.6-5, 3.1.6-12, and 3.1.6-13, all segments of I-405 from SR-73 to 
I-605 are forecast to operate at LOS F (heavily congested) during peak hours in years 2020 and 
2040. None of the build alternatives are expected to eliminate congestion during peak hours on 
I-405. It is agreed that removal of the lane drops along I-405 north of the Santa Ana River will 
improve northbound traffic flow in Costa Mesa, but they will not eliminate congestion forecast 
in Costa Mesa. The addition of southbound lanes north of the Santa Ana River with no 
improvements south of the river will increase the volume of traffic flowing into Costa Mesa on 
I-405 and increase levels of congestion forecast in that area. These factors were considered in 
identification of the Preferred Alternative.  

Please also see Response to Comment PC-I1-1. 

Comment PC-I1-3 

SR-73 is currently operating under capacity during peak hours and is forecast to continue 
operating under capacity through year 2040 based on Tables 2.3.1 and 2.4.2, respectively, of the 
Traffic Study; however, the GP branch connector between southbound I-405 and southbound 
SR-73 is forecast to exceed capacity during peak hours in 2040, as shown in Table 2.4.4. The 
proposed direct connector to SR-73 in Alternative 3 would restore the GP branch connector to an 
operating condition under capacity, as shown in Tables 2.7.4 and 2.7.5, although Alternative 3 
would degrade the branch connector from northbound SR-73 to northbound I-405. Alternatives 1 
and 2 would make no changes to the SR-73 interchange or its branch connectors.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-I2 

Comment PC-I2-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
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Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Responses – 
Preferred Alternative Identification and Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Comment PC-I2-2 

Only Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the Almond Avenue soundwall. 
Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation of the soundwall under 
Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Comment PC-I2-3 

Please see Response to Comment PC-I2-2. 

Comment PC-I2-4 

Please see Response to Comment PC-I2-2. 

Comment PC-I2-5 

Please see Response to Comment PC-I2-2. 

Comment PC-I2-6 

Please see Response to Comment PC-I2-2. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-I3 

Comment PC-I3-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

The air quality analysis was conducted consistent with Caltrans protocols and guidance and 
addresses both construction and operational impacts. As discussed in Section 3.2.6 of the Draft 
EIR/EIS, the build alternatives would not have any substantial effects on air quality within the 
project area. Please see Common Response – Air Quality. 

MSATs have the greatest potential to affect the health of residents located adjacent to the project. 
Although the various alternatives would place travel lanes closer to some residences, it is 
anticipated that MSAT exposure, including DPM, would be less than existing conditions. MSAT 
emissions are likely lower than existing levels in the design year as a result of EPA's and 
California’s control programs that are projected to further reduce MSAT emissions. Please see 
Common Response – Health Risks. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-I4 

Comment PC-I4-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 
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